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TRANSLATION OF T-51 DOCUMENT 
My Dear brother: 
I thank you for correcting my spelling of the word "subsistencia"; 
most probably I would have continued spelling that word wrong if you 


did not correct me. 


I have not yet received the book of Nunez Cabeza de Vaca. The 


books that are ordered to Spain usually arrive within 3 months. After 


receiving the book and reading it, I will send it to you. I beg of 


you to safe it well, because I want to add it to my collection of 


Conquerors. It could be very difficult to find another such book, 


because when you request books from Espasa-Calpe, they say that they 


are run out of them. It is very possible that my book is one of the 


last ones available. I think you have already read the Nunez Cabeza 


de Vaca book in english, but without doubt you want to read it in 


spanish. 


Pertaining to the attitudes of the hispanic peasant, they could 
have been different a few decades ago from what they are now. Emilio 
Zapata was a peasant, but a little richer than the medium peasant 
and, it seems that he wanted to have more economic enhancement than 
others. 


"... (Zapata) had foreseen that reorganized haciendas might be 


a bountiful source of public wealth, and recent talks with agronomists 
had confirmed his idea that the mills should continue to operate as 


"national factories". Farmers growing [sugar] cane and selling it 


to the mills would earn money, he understood, and so be able to save, 


buy new goods, and use new services...[He] urged villagers to quit 


growing vegetables and instead produce a cash crop. "If you keep 


on growing chile peppers, onions, and tomatoes", he told Villa de 


Ayala farmers, "you'll never get out of the state of poverty you've 
always lived in. That's why, as I advise, you, you have to grow 
CANS rine wie’ 

"But most families went on truck farming. Rather than 


rehabilitate the hacienda, they obviously preferred to work and trade 


in foodstuffs that had always seemed the mainstay of the pueblo... 
So profuse was the production {xxx}od that... there was little sign 
of intlatrons.«. 


...in the very crops people liked to grow, they {xxx}led the 


kind of community they liked to dwell in. They had no {xxx} for the 


style of individuals on the make, the life of {xxx}etual achievement 
and acquisition, of chance and change {xxx} moving on. Rather, they 
wanted a life they could control, {xxx}odest, familial prosperity..." 


- John Womack, Jr. {xxx}ata and the Mexican Revolution, Vintage books, 


1968, pp. 240-{xxx} (the time referred to in this passage is between 


1910 {xxx}920, and the place is the state of Morelos, Mex.) 
The following passage is from Walter Starkie, 


Spanish{xxx}aggle-Taggle, E.P. Dutton, Inc. 1935, pp. 301-302. 


In the early 1930's Starkie travelled on foot through {xxx} in 


Spain, consorting with Gypsies and peasants and so {xxx} In Castilla 


la Vieja (Old Castile) he met a peasant named Moreno. Here is a snatch 


of their conversation: 

""Come now, Moreno, what about the agrarian reform?' 

""Who cares a curse about the agrarian reform except the 
politicians? Why, here is Castile we all have our piece of land and 
what we want is to be left alone to work it! 

"Tt was useless to urge Moreno to consider the benefits of modern 


methods, new inventions and mechanical contri{xxx} that would 


increase, his output. 'I have nothing to do with that' was his 


constant refrain. "My father, my grandfather and my 


great-grandfather reaped and threshed in the old traditional way and 


they were able to live an honest life. Why should I worry my head 


over those new{xxx} notions?'" 


This type of attitudes are often qualified as "mindless 
conservationism" and they are mindless- at least, in the case of the 
majority of the peasants- but I believe that the results are indeed 


less damaging than those of the mindless progressivism. But what 


I wanted to point out is that the peasants pertaining to the past, 
did not feel helpless, inferior, nor yearn the opportunities of the 
modern society. 

But, Imost tell you of the non-assured and {xxx} truthful passage 
of Starkie that I just cited. 

This author encountered in his occurrences, many romantic 
incidents and it is very possible that he enhanced his adventures 
with a little of fantasy or exaggeration. The passage I cited is 
plain and free of romanticism; but I have no trust on the veracity 


of the author. 


I do not sympathize with Glen Williams for having just a daughter; 


I doubt he was a better father {xxx} daughter. It would be more 


appropriate to sympathize his wife, who- although was not smart, maybe 


was more of a parent to the daughter. To those adolescents you call 
them “rotten”. Maybe - but comparing them to the yuppies and certain 
other bourgeois, who are more rotten? 


- Ted 


P.S. Pertaining to the book of Nunez Cabeza de Vaca - could be that 


I may take quite some time reading it, mostly because I have ordered 


other books that should be arriving at the same time, and I will read 


them, probably, simultaneously with the one of Nunez. If you want 
a copy that you want to read, I can give you the address of the editor, 


the catalog number of the book, etc. Or, I could lent you my catalog, 


that contain many other books with interesting titles: fiction, 


philosophy, history, what ever {xxx} 


